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The Man in the Iron Mask 
(History Channel) Questions 

1. According to the story, The Man in the Iron Mask by Alexander Dumas, the man in the iron mask was the twin brother of Louis XIV. Why have historians questioned this theory? 
2. Louis XIV has been described as a despot. What is a despot? 
3. The man in the iron mask remained in prison for over three decades. What were the conditions of his imprisonment? What was his life like? 
4. Class distinctions in seventeenth century France were rigid and vast. These class distinctions even applied to prisoners. What were the class distinctions in French prisons? 
5. Why was the original theory about the nobleman Eustache Daugente discredited? 
6. What is the current theory in favor with historians today? 
