
World War I 
Geography of War 





Battle of the Somme 
 

Allies 

Triple 
Entente 

Most miles moved in 
these four months? 
  8 

http://www.pbs.org/greatwar/maps/maps_somme.html


Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsBUXTgt-YE 
Questions:  
•What do you think living in the trenches would be like? 
•How would you feel? 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s77y2zU2a8g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsBUXTgt-YE


New Kind of War 

• First fully mechanized war 
• Advent of heavy artillery shells and 

machine guns= more devastating injuries 
than ever before 

 
•  Although trenches provided some 

protection, it didn’t always for the soldiers 
heads or from biological attacks. 
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WARNING 
 

The following slides contain graphic images that may be 
disturbing to some students. 



Trench Foot 
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Chemical Attack Injuries 
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Plastic Surgery 

• 8 million soldiers died…. 
 

• 20 million were left injured or disfigured 
 

• Sir Harold Gillies pioneered the art of plastic 
surgery 



London General Hospital  
Masks for Facial Disfigurement Department 

 



With and without a mask 
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Walter Yeo 
Considered to be the first to receive plastic surgery in 1917 
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Tubed Pendicle Technique 

• Technique that used a flap of skin from the chest or forehead 
and swung it into place over the face.  

• The flap remained attached but was stitched into a tube, 
keeping the original blood supply intact and dramatically 
reducing the infection rate. 



Tubed Pendicle Technique 
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New Type of Tactics 

 



Lochnagar Crater 

 



Y Sap Mine or Lochnagar Mine 

• British Royal engineer tunneling companies dug from their 
line underground until they reached the German line. 
 

• Used 24 tons of ammonal 
 

• The sound of the blast was considered the loudest man-made 
explosion and noise in history up to that point, with reports 
suggesting it was heard in London 200 miles away. 



 



The explosion was witnessed from the air by 2nd Lieutenant C.A. 
Lewis of No. 3 Squadron RFC…. 

 
 
“The whole earth heaved and flashed, a tremendous and magnificent column rose 

up in the sky. There was an ear-splitting roar drowning all the guns, flinging 
the machine sideways in the repercussing air. The earth column rose higher 

and higher to almost 4,000 feet. There it hung, or seemed to hang, for a 
moment in the air, like the silhouette of some great cypress tree, then fell away 

in a widening cone of dust and debris.” 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPGrrnpzB_Y
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