The End of World War I
World War I ended at 11am on 11th November 1918 or at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.  In 1919, Lloyd George of England, Orlando of Italy, Clemenceau of France and Woodrow Wilson from the United States met to discuss how Germany was to be made to pay for the damage World War One had caused. 

Directions: Draw a Venn-diagram to compare and contrast the Treaty of Versailles with Woodrow Wilson’s 14 points by using the following documents.

Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points

Wilson had devised a 14 point plan that he believed would bring stability to Europe. 
1. There were to be no secret treaties between powers like the treaties that had helped to cause the First World War. (Open Diplomacy) 
2. Seas should be free in peace and in war to ships of all nations (Freedom of Navigation) 

3. The barriers to trade between countries such as custom duties should be removed (free trade) 

4. All countries should reduce their armed forces to the lowest possible levels (Multilateral disarmament.) 

5. The national groups in Europe should, wherever possible, be given their independence. Wilson supported the idea of National Self-Determination, whereby a nation had the right to self-government. 

6. Russia should be allowed to operate whatever government it wanted. 

7. Territorial changes: Germany should give up Alsace-Lorraine and any lands taken away during the war.
8. The Italian frontier should be readjusted.
9.  Belgium should be evacuated and restored.

10.  Romania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated and occupied territories restored. 

11.  An independent Poland should be given an outlet to the sea.
12. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure nation.
13. The defeated nations should not be made to pay for the war as a whole. 
14. A ‘League of Nations’ should be formed to protect world peace in the future. 

Germany expected a treaty based on these 14 points. However, the French were not happy and wanted more from Germany. The Germans were not invited to the Paris Conference and had no say in the making of the peace treaty. Although Germany complained about the severity of the Treaty, in the end Germany had no choice but to sign the document.

Treaty of Versailles

· The German army was reduced to 100,000 men and its air force was completely disbanded. Its stockpile of munitions was severely reduced and the use of heavy artillery, gas and tanks was outlawed. The German navy was forbidden to ship more than 10,000 tons, and the construction and use of submarines was also prohibited.
· The reduction of Germany's territory by as much as 15%. Germany was ordered to surrender all of its overseas colonies and to return the area of Alsace-Lorraine, that it had won in the Franco-Prussian War of 1871, to France. It also had to surrender the territories of Eupen and Malmedy to Belgium, hand the Sudetenland over to Czechoslovakia, give part of East Prussia to Lithuania, and most of West Prussia to Poland. It also lost all rights over the cities of Memel and Danzig. In addition to the loss of territory, Germany lost some seven million citizens in the deal.
· The payment of retributions. Germany was ordered to accept responsibility for the damages it, and its allies, caused in the war. It had to pay reparations to the tune of $6.6 billion. This was an astounding sum for that time. In today’s money, that would equal $89,232,000,000 or $89.232 billion dollars. (Reparations payments were eventually suspended in 1931.)
· The recognition of new nation-states. Germany was to recognize the independence of Austria, Poland, and all territories that belonged to the Russian Empire on August 1, 1914.
· The temporary loss of its coal mines. Germany was ordered to hand over all of its coal mines in the Saar basin to France. This was to make up for the damage it caused to France's coal mines for a period of 15 years. At that point a referendum would be held among the residents of the Saar to determine if they wished to be a part of Germany or France.
· The occupation of the Rhineland. Allied forces would occupy the Rhineland area for at least 15 years, and the right bank of the Rhine River was to be permanently demilitarized.
· In addition to the monetary reparations, Germany was also ordered to restore all property to French institutions and individuals. France also had the right to liquidate all property possessed by Germany.
· A ‘League of Nations’ will be created to establish and keep peace in Europe. 

