
The Reformation 



• Do events from 500 years ago still affect you? 

• Can one person change a powerful institution? 

• Is it possible to raise one’s social status? 



Causes of the Reformation 

• Directions: Your teacher will give you a list of 8 causes of the Reformation. 
On a separate sheet of paper organize the causes into the following 
categories: 

– Social 

– Political 

– Economic  

– Religious 



Social 

• The Renaissance values of humanism and 
secularism led people to question the Church 

• The printing press helped spread ideas critical of 
the Church 



Political 

• Powerful monarchs challenged the Church as the supreme 
power in Europe 

• Many leaders viewed the Pope as a foreign ruler and  

   challenged his authority 



Economic 

• European princes and kings were jealous of the church’s 
wealth 

• Merchants and others resented having to pay taxes to the 
Church 



Religious 

• Some church leaders had become worldly and corrupt 

• Many people found church practices such as the sale of 
indulgences unacceptable 



 



Martin Luther 

• Born in Saxony 

• November 10th, 1483 

• Peasant parents 

• Father worked as miner, then was able to buy several small 
mines 

• 8 other siblings 

• Parents practiced “tough love” and abused Luther and 
Siblings growing up 



Martin Luther 

• Father wanted Luther to be a lawyer 

• Father disliked the priesthood 

• Luther studied law 

• Wanted to become a priest 



Luther’s Life changing experiences 

• Good friend dies in 1503 

• Caught in a Severe thunderstorm in 1505 

– Vowed to become a monk if he survived 

• 1506 Luther takes his vows 

• 1507 he is ordained a priest 

• 1508 is sent to Wittenberg, Germany for advanced theological 
study 

 



 



Criticisms of the Catholic Church 

• Corrupt Leaders 

• Spent $$ on personal pleasures 

• Pope Alexander VI fathered several children 

• Priests and monks poorly educated, married, drank,  

   gambled 

 



Luther Challenges the Church 

• Wanted to be a good Christian, not lead revolution 

• Took public stand against Friar Tetzel 

• Raising money by selling indulgences 

– Pardon for sins, buy your way into heaven 

 



Luther’s teachings 

• Faith and good works = 
salvation 

• Church teachings and 
bible are sources of truth 

• Priests interpret Bible for 
believers  

Catholic Teachings 

• Faith only = salvation 

• Bible is the sole source of 
truth 

• Believers interpret bible 
for themselves (all people 
of faith are equal) 



Luther’s 95 theses 

• Formal attacks on the pardon merchants – posted on church 
doors 

• Theses sent to printing press 

– What do you think happened then?? 

• Led to founding of Christian  

   churches that did not accept  

   the pope’s authority 

 



Why? 

• Why did Lutheranism cut across class lines and appeal to so 
many people?  

• What was so passionate about Luther's message that made 
people turn their  

   back on the Roman Church? 



Response to luther 

• Pope’s Threat 

– 1520, excommunication threatened unless words taken 
back 

– Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther 

• The Emperor’s opposition 

– Luther summoned to trial in Worms 

 



Trial at worms 

• Luther ordered to recant his statements 

– Luther refuses 

• Edict of Worms:  declared Luther an outlaw and heretic 

• No one was to give Luther shelter or food, 

   all his books burned 

• Went into hiding and translated New  

    Testament into German 

• Luther and followers became the 

 



Germany at war 

• Protestant 

– Many German princes shared Luther’s beliefs 

– Applied to Christians who belonged to non-Catholic 
churches 

– Charles V, a Catholic, went to war against Protestant 
princes 

• Peace of Augsburg 

– An agreement that each ruler  

would decide the religion of his state 

 



 

Luther’s 95 theses 


