
 Why can’t the 
prince walk? 
 



The inability to deal with anxiety and stress can lead to 
somatoform and dissociative disorders. 



Somatoform Disorder: Hysteria 
 Two major types of Somatoform Disorder are:  

 Conversion Disorder:  the conversion of emotional 
difficulties into a loss of a specific voluntary body 
function.  (ex.  The prince) 
 Very Rare. 

 Hypochondriasis:  a person in good health becomes 
preoccupied with imaginary ailments. 
 Spends a lot of time looking for symptoms of serious illness, 

misinterprets minor aches/pains/bruises.  
 Represses emotions and expresses them in a symbolic physical 

system. 

 



Dissociative Disorders: 
 Dissociative experience:  

 “Zoning out”, daydreaming and not hearing your friend 
calling your name 

 
 A disorder in which a person experiences alterations in 

memory, identity or consciousness. 
 Dissociative amnesia 
 Dissociative fugue 
 Dissociative identity disorder 



Dissociative Disorders 
 Dissociative Amnesia: inability to recall important 

personal information; usually associated with a 
stressful event. 
 May not know who they are, where they live, and who 

their family is. 



Dissociative Disorders 
 Dissociative Fugue: amnesia 

associated with an active flight to a 
different environment. 
 Travel away from home/work, and is 

unable to recall the past. If not 
helped may establish a new identity. 

 Dad at the Denver Bronco’s game that 
randomly disappeared and was found 
over 100 miles away.  
 His explanation for his disappearance?  

 “He felt like going for a walk.” 

 



Dissociative Disorders 
 Dissociative Identity Disorder:  a person exhibits two 

or more personality states, each with its own patterns 
of thinking and behaving. 
 The Three Faces of Eve- 22 separate personalities 
  Sybil- 16 personalities 

 



Dissociative Disorders 
 Dissociative Identity Disorder 

 
 Usually suffered severe physical, psychological, or 

sexual abuse in childhood. 
 Still stressed from their experiences they will simply 

forget them through the creation of these personalities. 
 Reduces the anxiety they feel. 
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