
 
 

CAN SYMBOLS CHANGE? 



 
 

HOW HAVE SYMBOLS CHANGED OVER TIME? 



Historical Symbols 



Symbolic Change 

 
• Events that can lead to new to revived symbols: 

– War 
– Political or Social Movement 
– Economic Depressions 

 

 
 
 



Peace 

Victory In Europe 



Peace 

 



Salute 

 



Smiley Face 

 



Shaking Hands 

2nd Century BC Since most people were right 
handed and carried knives in that hand, it showed 
that you carried no weapon 



Swastika 

 



Swastika 

 



Swastika 

 



Swastika 

• Swastikas have also been used in 
various other ancient 
civilizations around the world 
 

• Including India, Iran, Nepal, 
China, Japan, Korea and Europe. 
It remains widely used in Indian 
religions. 
 

• Specifically in Hinduism and 
Buddhism. 
 

• It literally means "to be good." 



Good 

Bad 



 



 



Twin Towers (Pre-9/11) 

 



Twin Towers (Post-9/11) 

 



Homework: Identify FIVE symbols that 
have changed due to certain events. 

 
 

1. Identify the symbol 
2. What was it’s meaning before and after. 
3. What was the event that changed it? 
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