
Beginning of WWII 



Blitzkrieg (lightning war) 

• Use fast moving airplanes and tanks to overwhelm then send 
in massive infantry forces. 
– Very quick and very effective. 



 



 





Maginot Line  

• System of fortification along France and Germany’s border. 
– 450 miles long 

 
• Forts at 10 mile intervals, 97 smaller forts and 352 casemates 

between, with over 65 miles of tunnels.  



Casemate 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Rescue at Dunkirk 

• After Hitler’s Panzer tank groups stormed through the 
Ardennes, British troops in retreat were corned on the English 
channel in Dunkirk. 
– Completely stranded until the famous ”little ships of Dunkirk”, 

a flotilla of hundreds of merchant marine boats, fishing 
boats, pleasure craft, and lifeboats were called into service for the 
emergency. 
 

• 345,000 French, Belgian, and British troops are saved. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Prime Minister Winston Churchill in the House of 
Commons 

  "... the Battle of France is over. I expect that 
the Battle of Britain is about to begin." 



Battle of Britain 

• With the fall of France, Great Britain was the lone country 
against the Nazis. 



Coventry Bombing 

• Night of November 14th,1940 
 

• Industrial center in rural England 
 

• 60,000 buildings destroyed, city flattened 
 

• 600 year old Coventry cathedral destroyed 
 

• Thereafter in Germany, "Koventriert"  or "Coventry-ed"  was the word the 
Germans used for annihilating a city with sheer firepower. 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



• It has been told that Winston Churchill knew that Coventry 
was going to be attacked because British Intelligence has 
cracked the German code. 
– Instead of evacuating the city which would have shown the Germans 

they had cracked the code, he chose instead to withhold that 
information and allow the city “to face their fate.” 
 

Is the overall importance of finally cracking the German coding system 
more important than a city of people? 

 



North Africa 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_V87yvDuY4


Timeline of Events 

• Blitzkrieg on Poland September 1, 1939 
• Soviet Invasion of Poland September 17, 1939 
• Fall of France May-June 22nd 1940 
• Battle of Britain  Summer 1940- May 10th, 1941 
• North Africa  September 1940- June 1942 
• Hitler invades Soviet Union June 22, 1941-March 1943 
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