
ANTISOCIAL PERSONALITY 
DISORDER 



What is Antisocial Personality Disorder? 
    AKA- psychopathy or sociopathy in popular culture (not psychological terms) 
 
Antisocial: breaks rules and laws for own gain; takes advantage of  other people for 
personal gain; feels little or no remorse or guilt; appears friendly and charming on 
the surface; often intelligent  
 
Usually begins in childhood or teens and continues in adult life. 
 
Most often seen in culprits of  serial murder otherwise known as serial killers. 
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IN THE NEW TODAY 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/serial-killer-suspect-amazon-reviews-clues_us_58214e4de4b0aac62486b69d


“You feel the last bit of  breath leaving their body.  You’re looking into their eyes. A 
person in this situation is God. Sometimes I feel like a vampire and I like to kill. I’m 
the most cold-blooded sonofabitch you will ever meet. We serial killers are your sons, 
we are your husbands, we are everywhere. AND there will be more of  your children 

dead tomorrow. I wouldn’t trade the person I am or what I’ve done for anything. So I 
don’t think about it. And at times it’s a rather mellow trip to lay back and remember”. 

–Ted Bundy 

RODNEY ALCALA 



PERSONALITY DISORDERS 

Antisocial 
Personality Disorder 
person (usually man) 

exhibits a lack of  
conscience for 
wrongdoing 

even toward friends and family members 

may be aggressive and 
ruthless or a clever con 

artist 



Antisocial personality disorder is diagnosed when a person’s pattern of  antisocial behavior 
has occurred since age 15 (although only adults 18 years or older can be diagnosed with this 
disorder) and consists of  the majority of  these symptoms: 
Failure to conform to social norms with respect to lawful behaviors as indicated by 
repeatedly performing acts that are grounds for arrest 
Deceitfulness, as indicated by repeated lying, use of  aliases, or conning others for personal 
profit or pleasure 
Impulsivity or failure to plan ahead 
Irritability and aggressiveness, as indicated by repeated physical fights or assaults 
Reckless disregard for safety of  self  or others 
Consistent irresponsibility, as indicated by repeated failure to sustain consistent work 
behavior or honor financial obligations 
Lack of  remorse, as indicated by being indifferent to or rationalizing having hurt, 
mistreated, or stolen from another 
 

SYMPTOMS 

http://psychcentral.com/blog/archives/2010/05/06/can-fmri-tell-if-youre-lying/


Researchers today don’t know what causes antisocial personality disorder.  
 
• Most professionals subscribe to a nature & nurture model of  causation —  

• Causes of  are likely due to biological and genetic factors 

• Social factors (such as how a person interacts in their early development with their 
family and friends and other children) 

• Psychological factors (the individual’s personality and temperament, shaped by their 
environment and learned coping skills to deal with stress).  

 

• This suggests that no single factor is responsible — rather, it is the complex and 
likely intertwined nature of  all three factors that are important. If  a person has 
this personality disorder, research suggests that there is a slightly increased risk 
for this disorder to be “passed down” to their children. 

CAUSES 



• Why are we as humans so interested in serial killers? 

• Ask yourself…. why do I want to know about the motivations and details of  a 
person whose morbid and horrific acts were committed against an innocent that 
was a brother, sister, husband, wife, mother or father? 

 

 

Jeffrey Dahmer 



Our fascination with serial killers knows no bounds - as the success of  
Making a Murderer recently showed (Credit: Netflix) 



http://www.ted.com/talks/jim_fallon_exploring_the_mind_of_a_killer


PERSONALITY DISORDERS 
PET scans illustrate reduced activation in a murderer’s frontal cortex 
Controls: problem solving, spontaneity, memory, language, initiation, 

judgement, impulse control, and social and sexual behavior. 

Normal Murderer 



DSM CHARACTERISTICS 
OF SEVERAL PERSONALITY DISORDERS 

 
Paranoid: suspicious, argumentative, paranoid, continually on the lookout for trickery and abuse, 
jealous, tendency to blame others, cold and humorless 
Schizoid: has few friends; a "loner"; indifferent to praise and criticism of others; unable to form close 
relationships; no warm or tender feelings for other people  
Schizotypal: also aloof and indifferent like the schizoid; magical thinking; superstitious beliefs; uses 
unusual words and has peculiar ideas; a very mild form of schizophrenia  
Borderline: very unstable relationships; erratic emotions; self- damaging behavior; impulsive; 
unpredictable aggressive and sexual behavior; monophobia; easily angered  
Histrionic: overly dramatic; attention seekers; easily angered; seductive; dependent on others; vain, 
shallow, and manipulative; displays intense, but often false emotions  
Narcissistic: grandiose; crave admiration of others; extremely self-centered; feel they are privileged 
and special; expects favors from others; emotions are not erratic  
Obsessive-Compulsive: perfectionists; preoccupied with details, rules, schedules; more concerned 
about work than pleasure; serious and formal; cannot express tender feelings  
Passive-Aggressive: indirectly expresses anger by being forgetful and stubborn; procrastinates; cannot 
admit to feeling angry; habitually late 
Avoidant: Be easily hurt when people criticize or disapprove of them; hold back too much in intimate 
relationships; be reluctant to become involved with people, avoid activities or jobs that involve contact 
with others; be shy in social situations out of fear of doing something wrong; make potential difficulties 
seem worse than they are; hold the view they are not good socially, not as good as other people, or 
unappealing 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WcSUs9iZv-g


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KX1wQh5iaww


Serial murder is defined by three key elements:  
1. Number 
2. Time 
3. Motivation 

• Most murderers have only one victim 
• Serial killers, by definition, have multiple victims.  

• Minimum number of  victims: 2 to 10, with a modal value of  3.  

• Time is designed to distinguish serial killers from mass murderers and spree killers.  

• Mass murderers:  multiple victims in a single episode  

• Spree killers: have multiple victims in several separate but related episodes, in neither case is 
there an emotional cooling off  period between murders.  

• Serial murder: there is a cooling off  period of  several days, weeks, months, or years.  

 

• To differentiate serial killers from professional hit men, political terrorists, and military 
combatants, most definitions of  serial murder omit individuals who kill exclusively for 
financial, political, or military gain. 

 

 
SERIAL KILLER DEFINITION 

 



• Men are responsible for the vast majority of  crimes committed worldwide.  
 

• An even greater percentage of  men engage in serial murder.  
 

• Ratio of  male to female criminals:  9:1  
• Ratio of  males to females who commit serial murder:  19:1  

 
• Although rare, female serial killers do exist and are more likely to work in 

pairs than male serial killers.  
 

 
 

SERIAL KILLERS DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
 



• Young adults are the most common targets of  serial murder, but victims 
could be anywhere from their early childhood to late adulthood.  
 

• Some serial killers prefer male victims 
• Others prefer female victims, and others have no gender preference.  

 
• Whereas the victims of  single-incident murder are often family members, 

friends, and acquaintances, the victims of  serial murder are nearly always 
strangers. 

 

 
 

SERIAL KILLERS DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
 



• Most serial killers work alone, although in 10% to 37% of  cases serial killers 
work in pairs.  

• When a pair, one member assumes dominant role, other member 
assumes the submissive role.  

 
• Serial killers generally select their victims, and the victims they find most 

appealing are those that seem preoccupied, distracted, or vulnerable and those 
whose disappearance would be least likely to be noticed.  

• Most often: single women, transients, runaway teenagers 
 
• Method of  murder: prefer to strangle, stab, or beat their victims rather than 

shoot them (the staple of  single-incident murder).  
 Why? 
• It has been speculated that “hands-on” murder techniques such as 

strangulation, stabbing, and beating offer the serial killer greater personal 
control over the victim than killing from a distance. Once the crime has been 
committed, the serial killer is more likely than the single-incident killer to try 
and deceive law enforcement by burying the body, moving the body to another 
location, or altering the crime scene. 

 
RESEARCH ON SERIAL MURDER 

 



No single psychological or personality profile that all serial killers fit 
 Certain characteristics that have been observed on a fairly regular 
basis in serial killers: 
1. More likely to have a history of  criminal involvement, often in the form 

of  petty criminality, than a history of  psychiatric treatment.  
2. Psychopathic personality. This may explain why some serial killers are 

adept at disarming their victims without coercion and avoiding 
apprehension for an average of  4 to 5 years.  

3. Objects the serial killer collects from the crime scene or takes from the 
victim, commonly called trophies, not only help the killer relive the 
murder but can also trigger future killings. Several studies indicate that it 
is not unusual for an individual to entertain murder fantasies for several 
years before acting on them. 

 

SERIAL KILLER 
CHARACTERISTICS 



Sexual motives- 50% of  the serial killers interviewed, a clear sexual motive has been 
identified.  
 
In comparison with the emotional and social issues that frequently motivate single-
incident homicide, serial homicide is more often motivated by sexual fantasies and 
desires.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MOTIVATION OF SERIAL KILLERS 

 

Serial Killer 
- Kill one person, takes large 

amount of  time between killings 
 

- If  they feel any sense of  
exclusion, it is probably chosen.  

- It's the type of  exclusion that 
says 'I am better than everyone 
else,' or 'I am different from 
everyone else.'  

Mass Murderer 
-Kill a large amount of  people at 
one time 
-Often kill themselves after killing 
many others 
- Feel victimized and excluded 

from society and believe they 
have run out of  options. 

- Engaging in mass murder is "an 
attempt to give their death what 
their life noticeably lacked: 
meaning. 

 



• Revenge- possibly a more powerful motive for serial murder than either 
psychosis or any sexual reasons.  
 

• Preliminary evidence that some serial killers target victims who display 
characteristics symbolic of  a group or person they despise.  
 

• Ted Bundy-  targeted young women with long dark hair parted down the 
middle because these were prominent features of  a woman who had 
spurned him years earlier.  
 

• John Wayne Gacy- preyed on young males as a way, perhaps, of  venting 
hatred toward his own homosexuality.  

OTHER MOTIVATIONS 



ARTHUR SHAWCROSS- INTERVIEW 
WITH A SERIAL KILLER 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQNwjEkszvg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1r0viWd5Fk
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